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I am honored and humbled to serve 

as your new president. It seems 

like a great time to reflect on what 

we have accomplished, the journey 

we have taken to get to where we 

are, and the plans we have for an 

exciting bright future. I would like to 

start by telling you how much I   

appreciate each member of the 

North Portland Bible College team: 

staff, board members, faculty,    

students, donors, and other      

partners. I recognize that we would not be where we are   

without the contributions made by each and every one of you.  

 

Last year was a year of change and transition in every      

aspect of the college. At the beginning of last year, and after 

two years of research, the Board of Directors developed a 

Five-Year Strategic Plan which included selling a portion of 

our property to help get us to the next level. Board members 

have a breadth and depth of knowledge and expertise which 

was just what we needed to begin this transformational     

process. Adam Christian (Registrar), Jennifer McCowan 

(Bookkeeper), and the return of Carla Davis as Librarian were 

great additions to our staff and made huge strides in         

performing a face-lift to the public image of the campus and 

the  ongoing process of building consistency in our brand. 

This is just the beginning and the next phase will be         

dedicated to implementing our best practices in student     

recruitment, program expansion, donor development, and 

working towards accreditation. 

 

Our concerted efforts will enable us to make progress in 

achieving our strategic goal of transforming our course      

offerings into core competencies, through added               

collaboration, toward increasing student enrollment and    

Welcome from the President 
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expanding our donor base. We have earned the reputation of a 

trusted partner to our students and to the   churches, and we 

want our quest for excellence in higher biblical-based education 

to spread to other areas within our community. We invite you to 

share in this God inspired mission.  

 

Proverbs 16:3 states “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 

and he will establish your plans.” Prayer is a key component of 

our trusting God for his faithfulness. Pray for us as we are     

directed by God to steward his ministry at North Portland Bible 

College.  

 

Thank you,      

 

 

 

Dr. Earnestine Cellestine, President  



4 

 

North Portland Bible College has 

served the inner city community for 

decades and the board is pleased 

to assist the college as its ministry 

expands. 

 

North Portland Bible College has 

served the inner city community for 

decades and the board is pleased 

to assist the college as its ministry expands.  

 

In recent years the college has opened the Center for Urban 

Pastoral Leadership and the Urban Center for Women in  

Ministry. There is more to come! 

 

I encourage you to not just watch us grow but to come along 

side, volunteer, enroll in a class if not a program, spread the 

word and pray for the college, its students and faculty. 

 

Let us do as the Word of God proclaims – be the light for the 

world in which we live! “Ye are the light of the world. A city 

that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a 

candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 

giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

Trisa Kelly 

Chair, Board of Directors 

Greetings from the Board Chair 
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North Portland Bible College is a community Bible college that 

is focused on developing servant leaders to do Christian      

ministry in the urban and global context. 

 

Vision Statement 

Mission Statement 
North Portland Bible College exists to equip students for lives of 

transformational Christian service and leadership in urban  

communities through biblically-based higher education. 

 

Mission Implications 
The mission involves equipping servant leaders for ministries 

within and through the churches of the community, and servant 

leaders in the marketplace and the social services of the    

community. 

 

The focus on education in the urban setting is intentional and 

strategic, driven by the location of the college in urban Portland. 

 

The teaching/learning curriculum is affordable, accessible, and 

culturally relevant to significant community needs.  

 

NPBC believes that genuine transformation, whether of        

individuals or communities, is empowered by the truths        

revealed in God’s Word, the Bible. 
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At the heart of the purpose of North Portland Bible College, 

since its beginning, are these elements that help to shape its 

culture: 

 

 To make Bible college education available to any who 

wish to study, whether part time or full time. 

 

 To make it possible for anyone in the community who 

seriously desires to know God’s Word better to receive 

instruction and to be recognized for his/her            

achievements. 

 

 To provide Christian training relevant to the needs and 

ethnic cultures of the urban areas of Portland and the 

world.  

 

 To provide ongoing professional ministerial training for 

pastors and licensed ministers at minimum cost, and 

adapted to their schedules. 

 

 To provide training for all persons involved in Christian 

education in local churches, including Bible class/Sunday 

school teachers, superintendents, youth workers, and 

other staff. 

 

 To promote training in evangelism and discipleship, 

thereby supplementing the efforts of local churches to 

involve their membership in effective outreach in the   

urban area, as well as in local, national, and international 

missions. 

 

 

Purpose Statement 
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North Portland Bible College is an           

inter-denominational, evangelical school with 

classes offered primarily in the evenings to 

accommodate employed students. It offers 

an associate degree program and four     

certificate programs. 

 

North Portland Bible College has made a 

difference. With convenient hours and     

affordable tuition, NPBC has been able to serve ministers of all 

kinds: pastors, teachers, as well as church and community 

leaders. This includes Christians in many occupations who   

desire to know the Lord and his word better, thereby      

strengthening the moral and spiritual character of the          

community. 

 

In September of 2004 the 

college received notification 

from Oregon’s Department 

of Degree Authorization 

that the college had met 

their standards and was 

certified to confer a degree. 

The door is now open to full accreditation. 

 

North Portland Bible College was 

granted the status of “Affiliate 

Member” by the Association for 

Biblical Higher Education in 2005. 

 

About North Portland Bible College 
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We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, 

authoritative Word of God. 

 

We believe there is one God, eternally existent in three 

persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His 

virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious 

and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily    

resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, 

and in His personal return in power and glory. 

 

We believe that regeneration by the Holy Spirit is ab    

solutely essential, and that a person receives salvation by 

faith and repentance, as an undeserved gift from God. 

 

We believe in the ministry of the Holy Spirit as the third 

Person of the Trinity, by whose indwelling the Christian is 

enabled to live a godly life and is empowered to witness of 

Christ to all humanity. 

 

We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the 

lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of life, and they 

that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation. 

 

We believe that Satan exists as a personal being, the   

enemy of God and of all righteousness, who was defeated by 

Jesus Christ at Calvary and is under sentence to the Lake of 

Fire. 

 

We believe in the spiritual unity of all believers in our 

Lord Jesus Christ, a unity that transcends all barriers of race, 

gender and economic class. 

 

We believe that the local church is a primary instrument 

of Christ’s work in the world. 

Statement of Faith 



9 

 

History 
HOW IT BEGAN 

In early 1982 the late Dr. John Garlington     

invited an interchurch group of pastors to meet 

with him for prayer and planning. The concern 

was to provide college-level biblical studies and 

ministry training to meet the needs of the N/NE 

Portland community and its churches. They 

believed that God was leading them, and that other like-minded    

believers would participate when they saw what was happening.  

 

EARLY LEADERS 

North Portland Bible College was incorporated as 

a non-profit organization in November, 1982. Dr. 

Garlington was the first Chairman of the Board, 

Rev. Aaron Hamlin, Vice-Chairman; Rev. Michael   

Lindsey, the first Academic Dean and de facto 

Acting President. Beth Nance combined a       

secretary’s duties with developing the NPBC  

Library, and Elton Shareif was the first Treasurer. Classes opened in 

September of 1982, and have continued consistently ever since. 

When John Garlington lost his life in an auto accident in 1986 he was 

succeeded as Board Chair by the Rev. Aaron Hamlin.  

 

BUILDINGS  

NPBC originally utilized space at Maranatha Church, then at Berean 

Baptist Church, until it was able to rehabilitate two houses and convert 

them to its use. 

 

The renovation was made possible by the services of contractors Dan 

Quatier and Bill Moe, along with Bruce 

Edman and Hard Hats for Christ, local 

businesses, many volunteers  and 

contributors. In January, 1996, NPBC 

initiated classes in its own building at 

4905 N. Vancouver Avenue. 
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Sponsorship 
North Portland Bible College is a grassroots corporation that 

is sponsored by a local evangelical group of pastors and lay 

leaders. Its purpose is to provide Bible-based higher educa-

tion and ministry training accessible to the N/NE community 

and beyond. There is no denomination or association that 

assumes responsibility for its development. The college is 

supported by the faithful giving of individuals, churches, and 

businesses. Volunteers have kept tuition affordable. Pastors 

have donated time for teaching and have served on the  

Board of Directors. Many people have donated time and ser-

vice in various other capacities or have worked for greatly 

reduced compensation. North Portland Bible College has 

been endorsed by the Albina Ministerial Alliance, the National 

Black Evangelical Association, the Baptist Union District Con-

gress, and several individual local churches and local Chris-

tian colleges. It is genuinely a community Bible college. 

 

INVITATION TO SHARE THE VISION 

NPBC welcomes the prayerful participation of those who will 

share the vision of an inner-city college that is bringing quality 

Bible study and ministry training within the reach of working 

students. NPBC needs financial sponsors, volunteers, and 

prayer warriors to complete its mission. 
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Accomplishments 

NPBC has conducted regular classes since fall, 1982. In that 

time it has: 

• Served several hundred students with affordable, quality bibli-

cal training, enhancing and enlarging their ministries within their 

local churches 

• Helped prepare and send students on overseas missions to 

Cambodia, Costa Rica, Haiti, Kenya, Sierra Leone, South Afri-

ca, India and other areas 

• Granted certificates in Bible, Christian Education, Pastoral 

Ministry, Inter-Cultural Studies and Christian Counseling 

• Conferred Christian Ministry Degrees 

• Developed a growing Christian resource library with more 

than 3,000 titles by classic and contemporary authors 

• Received approval of its credits and developed an articulation 

agreement with Warner Pacific College, and Multnomah Uni-

versity. 

• Presented annual Christian Education conferences, work-

shops and public academic lectures 

• Received Oregon State certification for its Associate Degree 

credits 

• Received “Affiliate” status with the Association of Biblical 

Higher Education in 2005 

• Collaborated with the American Association of Christian 

Counselors in 2005 to offer credit courses in “Caring for People 

God’s Way”, “Breaking Free”, and “Stress and Trauma Care”. 
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Admissions and Finances 
Entrance Requirements 

North Portland Bible College has a policy of open enrollment. 

Anyone may enroll; however, certain programs may require a 

high school diploma or GED. Please call the business office 

for an admission packet. 

 

Tuition and Fee Schedule 

Tuition: The tuition rate is $95 per credit hour. Auditing       

students (no credit or grade) are charged the same fee. Most 

classes earn 3 credit hours, so the projected cost per class is 

$285. 

 

Fees: 

Application Fee for new students: $15 (non refundable) 

Late Registration Fee: $10 (after first week of class) 

Late Payment Fee: $5 (per week of contract) 

Financial Assistance Processing Fee: $7.50 (per application) 

Returned Bank Item Fee: $15 

Associate of Christian Ministry Degree Processing Fee: $15 

Certificate Fee: $10 (maximum) 

Graduation Fee: $25 (maximum) 

 

Methods of Tuition Payment 

Tuition fees are due at the first class session; however, when 

necessary, a student may pay one third ($95) upon enroll-

ment for first class, and the rest by a planned, written     

agreement with the registrar at the time of enrollment. 

 

All payments must be made in U.S. dollars by cashier’s 

check, money order, credit or debit cards (online, onsite or by 

telephone), or personal check, drawn on a U.S. bank and 

made payable to North Portland Bible College. 
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Projected Expenses 

Projected  Expenses for ACM Degree Program: Tuition: 90 

credit hours at $95 per credit hour equals $8550. Total cost of 

books for 15 classes is approximately $1,000. Total projected 

cost, not including fees, is $9550. 

 

North Portland Bible College reserves the right to make chang-

es in fees, course programs, and all administrative structures 

described in our catalog and elsewhere without prior notice. 

 

Returned Check Policy  

Checks returned for non-payment will carry a penalty surcharge 

that will be billed to the student’s account along with the 

amount of the check. The amount of the surcharge is subject to 

change depending on bank policy.  

 

Non-refundable Fees: the $15 ACM application and evaluation 

fee, new student application fee of $15 and the incidental fees. 

Other expenses students may incur will be for such things as 

text books and photocopying. 

 

All fees must be paid in full before a certificate or degree is 

granted, or before the release of transcripts or grades. 

 

Withdrawal/Refund Policy  

All withdrawal and/or refund requests must be in writing. The 

date of withdrawal is the date that the signed request is        

received in the NPBC office. 

Summer schedule: A compressed refund schedule, no refund 

after the 5th session of class.  

     First week of class  100%  

     Second week of class  90% 

     Third week of class  80% 

     Fourth week of class  50% 

     Fifth week of class  25% 

     After the fifth week  0% 
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Bookstore  

NPBC does not maintain a bookstore. Students are               

encouraged to purchase books through Amazon utilizing the 

Amazon Smile program. Simply navigate to 

www.smile.amazon.com, and select North Portland Bible      

College as your chosen non-profit charity. A percentage of  

your total will be given back to the college. 

Financial Aid and Scholarships 
NPBC has no access to public financial aid.  Some scholarship 

aid is provided through: 

 

 The Ed Kent Scholarship Fund 

 The Beth Nance Scholarship Fund 

 The Dr. Joshua Douglas Phillips Scholarship Fund 

 Private donors when available 

 

Usually scholarships are granted to applicants who have 

demonstrated their ability and commitment to do the work.   

Applications should be submitted ninety days before the start of 

the term for which they are desired. See the Student Advisor for 

assistance.  

 

Any student receiving financial assistance must complete three 

hours of community service at the college in order to continue 

to receive aid. Projects and times can be arranged with the  

administrative assistant. 

 

Criteria considered in determining qualification for the scholar-

ships are: Christian experience, worthy personal character,  

serious educational goals, academic competence, identification 

and involvement in a local church, a calling to some form of 

ministry and financial need. 

 

These scholarships apply to tuition only. Students are required 

to pay one-third of their tuition for each class before scholarship 
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funds can be applied to the balance. Applicants can obtain 

forms from the business office and submit or mail them to the 

Scholarship Committee at North Portland Bible College for   

approval. 

 

The Ed Kent Scholarship Fund  

Established in April 2000, in memory of Ed Kent, formerly the 

Chair of the NPBC Board of Directors. Ed Kent was committed 

to making a Bible college education possible for qualified     

persons, despite any possible financial limitations. The     

Scholarship Fund resources have been given in his memory to 

make his dream come true.  

 

The Beth Nance Scholarship 

This scholarship fund was established in February of 2005 by 

the Board of Directors in honor of Beth Nance’s retirement from 

NPBC. She was one of the original founders of the college, and 

served in various positions, including Interim Academic Dean, 

Librarian, Special Assistant to the President, and as a member 

of the Board of Directors.  

 

The Dr. Joshua Philips Scholarship Fund 

Dr. Joshua Phillips was the pastor of Maranatha Church of 

God, which provided space for NPBC’s first campus. When he 

passed away, the Mitchell-Phillips family established this   

scholarship fund to honor his years of service to the community 

of Portland and to his outreach nationally and internationally. 
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Academic Policies 
Evaluation of Course Work 

Students must maintain a minimum accumulated 2.0 GPA for 

the ACM Program and for certificate work. 

The student’s work is evaluated each quarter according to the 

following scale: 

 

 Letter Grade   Percentage    GPA 

 A+                97.00 %          4.00 

 A                94.00 %          4.00 

 A-                       90.00 %          3.70 

 B+                87.00 %          3.30 

 B                84.00 %          3.00 

 B-                       80.00 %          2.70 

 C+                77.00 %          2.30 

 C                74.00 %          2.00 

 C-                       70.00 %          1.70 

 D+                67.00 %          1.30 

 D                64.00 %          1.00 

 D-                       60.00 %          0.70 

 F                0.00 %          0.00 

 Inc                      A temporary extension 

 Audit        Taken for no credit 

 

Courses with grades of “D” and “F” may be repeated for a 

higher grade. A grade of Courses may be audited, but not in 

the degree or certificate programs. The grade of “incomplete” 

is temporary and must have the approval of the instructor. If 

the course is not completed within 90 days, the “incomplete” 

grade changes to an “F”. 

 

Academic Probation and Suspension 

North Portland Bible College uses the following rules for    

determining probation and suspension: 

 Students enrolled in the associate degree or certificate 

program must achieve satisfactory academic progress, 
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which means that each term a student  must earn a    

minimum quarterly 2.0 Grade Point Average (GPA) 

 The Mid-Term Status Report (5th week of class) is    

completed for all students by their instructors and       

submitted to the academic advisor for follow-up with   

students and/or instructors where appropriate.   

 If Mid-Term Status Reports reveal concerns with         

attendance, class participation and preparation, or scores 

on tests and quizzes, students are offered assistance by 

faculty, registrar, and a volunteer tutor. This process is 

ongoing throughout the academic school year.  

 Academic advisor randomly reviews students’ writing  

assignments for improvement in communication skills.   

 At the end of first term and the academic progress is not 

satisfactory, students will be notified and offered         

assistance to prevent a recurring of the problem.  

 At the end of the second term and unsatisfactory        

academic progress continues, students will be notified 

that they have been placed on academic probationary 

status. They will not be allowed to register without the 

permission of an academic advisor. A limitation could be 

placed on the number of classes taken. 

 At the end of the third consecutive term of unsatisfactory 

academic progress and a lack of response to progress 

intervention, student will be notified that they are          

suspended from taking credit courses for one year,     

however, students can audit courses within that 

timeframe. 

 Students may appeal suspension decisions or petition for 

re-admission in writing to the academic advisor through 

the business office. 

 Eligibility for re-admission after suspension, student must 

show evidence of changes in circumstances that    

demonstrate that he or she will succeed in the academic 

programs.   
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Class Attendance 

Students are required to attend and participate in classroom 

activities.  Students are expected to attend at least eight of 

the ten scheduled classes for completion of a course of 

study.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements 

with instructors for completing class-work and meeting       

attendance requirements. 

 

Transcript of Records 

Official transcripts are sent only  at the written request of the 

student. A $5 fee will be charged for each transcript sent. No 

transcript of official documents indicating the completion of 

course or degrees will be issued to anyone who has failed to 

meet all financial obligations to the college.  

 

Transfer Credits 

Students who wish credits from previous academic work 

transferred into NPBC ACM program candidates must submit 

official transcripts within 90 days following enrollment.       

Copies of transcripts may be submitted to the Academic    

Office for preliminary evaluation. A maximum of 45         

transferred credit hours may count towards the Associate in 

Christian Ministry. Transfer credits must be a grade of ‘C’ or 

better. 

 

Transfer of credits to other schools, always at the discretion  

of the receiving school, generally depends on comparability 

of curricula and may depend on comparability of                 

accreditation.  If you earned less than a C in any one course, 

the academic credit will not transfer. An equivalent course will 

have to be taken as a replacement. 

 

Graduation with Honors 

A minimum of 45 credit hours must be  

earned at NPBC for a student to qualify for graduation with 

honors. The appropriate GPA’s for honors at graduation are 

as follows: 
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With high honors 4.00 to 3.86 

With honors  3.85 to 3.75 

With distinction  3.74 to 3.50 

 

Honors for graduation will be determined only by the GPA 

earned at NPBC. 

 

Student Access to Academic Records 

A student may obtain access to his academic records by    

making application to the registrar. The academic petition form 

is available  in the business office. The College is required to 

grant the request within 45 days. The registrar will contact the 

student and invite him/her to inspect them. 

 

A student  will ordinarily not be provided with copies of any part 

of their academic record other than their transcript, unless the 

inability to obtain copies would effectively prevent them from 

exercising their right to inspect and review their education    

records. In cases where copies will be provided, a fee may be 

charged at a rate not to exceed $.10 per page. 

 

Upon  written  request by a student, the College will release 

information from the student’s educational records to third    

parties. The student must make a written request for such    

release to the registrar. The College may impose a charge for  

student’s academic records in connection with such release. 

 

The College may release academic information without consent 

of the student in compliance with a judicial order or pursuant to 

any lawfully issued subpoena. As a general policy, before any 

information is so released the  College will first notify the      

student at the student’s most recent address as shown in 

school records. However, in compliance with the Act, some  

judicial orders and subpoenas issued for law enforcement    

purposes may specify that the College cannot disclose to any 

person the existence or contents of the order or subpoena or 
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the information furnished in compliance with it.  

 

Certification and Accreditation 

NPBC received State Certification in September, 2004 and is 

preparing for national accreditation. NPBC has an articulation 

agreement with Warner Pacific College for the Associate of 

Christian Ministry degree program. Warner will accept credits 

in this  program toward a liberal arts degree.  NPBC also has 

an articulation agreement with Multnomah University. 

 

Affiliation 

Since 2005, NPBC has been an “affiliate” member with the 

Association of Biblical Higher Education. As such, it 

participates in and contributes to collegial and professional 

development activities of the association. Affiliate status does 

not, however, constitute, imply, or presume ABHE accredited 

status at present or in the future. 

 

 

Grievances and Appeals 

It is the policy of North Portland Bible College to keep      

communication open between students, faculty and staff to 

resolve any conflicts. Please consult the Student Handbook 

for guidelines in handling your concerns. 
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Ministries 
The Urban Center for Men’s Ministry 

A Division of North Portland Bible College 

 

The Urban Center for Men’s Ministry is not meant to replace 

men’s ministry in the church. Rather, it is intended to support 

and empower men to lead and participate in their local church 

ministries. 

 

Motto: Developing, empowering, preparing, and resourcing 

men for ministry. 

 

Purpose Statement: The Urban Center for Men’s Ministry  

exists to serve as a community resource offering workshops, 

seminars, gatherings, and materials for men to develop godly 

character, to encourage healthy relationships with other men 

of faith and to influence their world for Christ. 

 

Leadership Team: Roosevelt “Jerry” Butler, Benny Carson 

Sr., Samuel R. King, James Robinson. 

 

Notification of upcoming UCMM events will be posted on the 

college website. 

 

 

The Urban Center for Women’s Ministry 

A Division of North Portland Bible College 

 

In 2013  North Portland Bible College announced the opening 

of the Urban Center for Women’s Ministry to serve as a   

community resource offering non-credit seminars, workshops, 

and materials to assist women in church leadership with   

ministry development, strengthening leadership skills, along 

with networking and mentoring. 

 

Motto: Developing, mentoring, resourcing, and preparing 

women for ministry. 
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Purpose Statement: The Urban Center for Women’s Ministry  

exists to serve as a resource for women in church leadership 

by enhancing ministry development and strengthening     

leadership skills along with networking and mentoring. 

 

The Urban Center for Women’s Ministry will serve as a     

resource offering non-credit seminars, workshops, and      

materials to assist women in church leadership. 

 

Leadership Team: Dr. Earnestine Cellestine, Beverly Edman, 

Faye  Jenkins-Edwards, LaSondra Barnes, Jacqueline    

Robinson and Zsaneen Kennedy. 

 

Notification of upcoming events will be posted on the website. 

 

 

Music Lessons 

NPBC offers non-credit music lessons as an outreach to the 

community. This program exists for the purpose of building 

up the body of Christ by preparing musicians to utilize their 

gifts in the local church worship setting. 

 

Currently, lessons are available in basic piano and guitar. 

Lessons are available by appointment only. Contact the    

college office to reserve a lesson time. 

 

Lesson Costs 

Basic Piano: $20 per lesson 

Guitar: $35 per lesson 
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Academic Programs 
Unless specified, all courses are worth three credits each. 

 

CERTIFICATE IN BIBLICAL STUDIES 

Program Goal: The Certificate in Biblical Studies is     

designed to provide the student with a basic foundation for 

present and future study of the Bible. 

 

Bible Courses: (36 credits) 

 

OT101 Old Testament Survey I 

OT102 Old Testament Survey II 

OT103 Old Testament Survey III 

NT101 New Testament Survey I 

NT102 New Testament Survey II 

NT103 New Testament Survey III 

BF101 Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics  

BF102 Bible Interpretation  

BF103 Bible Lands and Customs  

OT Elective  

NT Elective 

OT/NT/TH Elective 

 

Total Credit Hours: 36 

 

 

CERTIFICATE  IN CHRISTIAN TEACHING 

Program Goal: The Certificate in Christian Teaching is 

designed to equip the student with basic skills of learning and 

teaching the Scriptures. 

 

Bible Courses: (21 credits) 

 

OT101 Old Testament Survey I 

OT102 Old Testament Survey II 

OT103 Old Testament Survey III 

NT101 New Testament Survey I 
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NT102 New Testament Survey II 

NT103 New Testament Survey III  

BF101 Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics 

 

Christian Education Courses: (6 Credits) 

CE101 Teaching Methods 

CE102 Educational Ministries of the Church 

 

Urban Studies Courses: (3 Credits) 

US202 Ministry to Urban Families 

  

Electives: (6 Credits) 

BF, CE, or CM Courses 

 

Total Credit Hours: 36 

 

 

CERTIFICATE IN CHRISTIAN LAY COUNSELING 

Program Goal: The Certificate in Christian Counseling is 

designed to develop spiritual caregivers for helping others. 

Contact the Student Advisor for additional information. 

 

Bible Courses: (21 Credits) 

OT101 Old Testament Survey I 

OT102 Old Testament Survey II 

OT103 Old Testament Survey III 

NT101 New Testament Survey I 

NT102 New Testament Survey II 

NT103 New Testament Survey III 

BF101 Intro to Biblical Hermeneutics 

  

Counseling Courses: (27 Credits) 

Caring for People God's Way Series: (9 Credits) 

 LC220 Caring for People God's Way I 

 LC221 Caring for People God's Way II 

 LC222 Caring for People God's Way III 
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Breaking Free Series (9 Credits) 

 LC223 Breaking Free I 

 LC224 Breaking Free II 

 LC225 Breaking Free III 

  

Stress and Trauma Care Series: (9 Credits) 

 LC226 Stress and Trauma Care I 

 LC227 Stress and Trauma Care II 

 LC228 Stress and Trauma Care III 

  

Urban Studies Courses: (3 Credits) 

US202 Ministry to Urban Families 

 

Total Credit Hours: 51 

 

Prerequisite: Strong writing skills* 

 

A certificate will be issued by the American Association of 

Christian Counselors (AACC) through the Light Learning    

Institute for completion of the series. North Portland Bible 

College will also issue a Certificate in Christian Counseling 

for completion of the 51 credit hours. 

 

 

CERTIFICATE IN INTER-CULTURAL STUDIES 

Program Goal: The Certificate in Inter-Cultural Studies is 

designed to prepare students for effective cross-cultural living 

and ministry in response to the mandates of the Great    

Commission. 

 

Bible Courses: (21 Credits) 

OT101 Old Testament Survey I 

OT102 Old Testament Survey II 

OT103 Old Testament Survey III 

NT101 New Testament Survey I 

NT102 New Testament Survey II 

NT103 New Testament Survey III 
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BF101 Intro to Biblical   Hermeneutics 

  

Theology Courses: (3 Credits) 

TH 201 Basic Bible Doctrine 

 

Core Courses: (24 Credits) 

GE202 Communicating for Understanding 

IS205 Religions of the World 

IS206  Missional Eyes in A Changing World  

IS207  Understanding Islam 

IS208 Anthropology in A  Diverse World                                                          

IS209 Mobilizing the Missional Church    

IS210 Contemporary Issues in the World of Missions                            

PD106 Spiritual Formation 

 

Internship: (6 Credits) 

 Serving the World at Home & Abroad 

 To be determined by the instructor with input from the 

 registrar 

 

Workshops: (3 one-Credit Courses) 

BF201 Storying the Bible 

CM207 Business as Ministry 

CM208 Social & Economic Justice 

 

Total Credit Hours:  57 Credits 

 

 

CERTIFICATE IN PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Program Goal: The Certificate in Pastoral Ministry is   

designed to prepare people to know the Bible and minister its 

truths to others. 

 

Bible Courses: (24 Credits) 

OT101 Old Testament Survey I 

OT102 Old Testament Survey II 

OT103 Old Testament Survey III 
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NT101 New Testament Survey I 

NT102 New Testament Survey II 

NT103 New Testament Survey III 

BF101 Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics 

 

Theology Courses: (3 credits) 

 TH201 Basic Bible Doctrine 

 

Church History Courses: (6 credits) 

 CH202 Apostolic Church to the Reformation 

 CH203 Reformation to the Modern Era 

 

Personal Development Courses: (3 credits only) 

 PD106 Spiritual Formation 

 PD205 Christian Ethics 

 PD206 Spiritual Gifting 

 

Christian Ministry: (9 credits only) 

 CM201 Church Administration 

 CM202 Homiletics 

 CM203 Ministry of Worship 

 CM204 Pastoral Roles & Responsibilities  

 CM205 Pastoral Leadership 

 

Intercultural Studies: (3 credits only) 

 IS206 Missional Eyes in A Changing World 

 IS209 Mobilizing the Missional Church  

 

Total Credit Hours: 48      
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ASSOCIATE IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY (ACM) 

Program Goal: The ACM Degree Program is designed for 

students who desire a college degree, but are also seeking 

training and skills to enhance their ministry in the local 

church. Some classes in the certificate programs are      

transferrable to the ACM Degree Program. 

 

Bible Courses: (31 Credits) 

 OT101 Old Testament Survey I 

 OT102 Old Testament Survey II 

 OT103 Old Testament Survey III 

 NT101 New Testament Survey I 

 NT102 New Testament Survey II 

 NT103 New Testament Survey III 

 BF101 Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics 

 BF102 Bible Interpretation  

 BF103 Bible Lands and Customs 

 OT/NT Electives, one each (2 credits each) 

 

Theology: (6 Credits) 

 TH201 Doctrines of the Bible 

 TH202 Defending the Faith 

 

Christian Education Courses: (6 Credits) 

 CE101a, b, or c, Teaching Methods (Age specific:      

 Children, Youth, Adult) 

 CE102 Educational Ministries of the Church 

 

General Education: (9 Credits) 

Note: The twelve credits listed under Urban Studies meets 

the general education requirements for a total of 23 credits. 

 GE102 Keys to College Success (2 credits) 

 GE111 English Composition  

 GE112 Writing Research Papers 

 GE201 Advanced Writing  

                                                                                                 

 



29 

 

Christian Ministry Courses: (6 Credits only) 

 CM201 Church Administration  

 CM202 Homiletics 

 CM203 Ministry of Worship  

 CM204 Pastoral Roles and Responsibilities 

 CM205 Pastoral Leadership                                                                                      

 CM206 Current Issues in  Pastoral Leadership 

 

Personal Development Courses: (6 Credits only) 

 PD106 Spiritual Formation 

 PD205 Christian Ethics 

 PD206 Spiritual Gifting 

 

Church History Courses: (6 Credits) 

 CH202 Apostolic Church to the Reformation  

 CH203 Reformation to the Modern Era 

 

Urban Studies Courses: (12 Credits) 

Note: The twelve credits listed under Urban Studies meet the 

general education requirements for a total of 23 credits. 

 US201 Understanding the City 

 US202 Ministry to the Urban Families 

 US203 Ministry to Urban Children 

 US204 Ministry to Urban Youth 

 

Intercultural Studies Courses: (6 Credits) 

 IS206 Missional Eyes in a Changing World                                                      

 IS209 Mobilizing the Missional Church                                       

 

Total Credit Hours: 90 
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Course Descriptions 
BIBLICAL LANGUAGES 

BL211, 212, 213  Introduction to New Testament Greek    

 Introducing students to the original language of the New 

 Testament 

 

BIBLE FOUNDATIONS 

BF101 Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics 

 Develop discovery skills for independent Bible study  and 

 teaching. Understand and use the three important     

 questions to ask every passage. 

BF102 Bible Interpretation 

 Study and use the basic principles of interpreting     

 Scripture, discerning the author’s intended meaning, 

 abiding principles, and applications. 

BF103 Bible Lands and Customs 

 Research the physical and cultural environment of the 

 Bible events for vivid and accurate interpretations. 

BF204 How We Got Our Bible 

 Study the inspiration, canonization, and transmission of 

 the Bible books, from the originals to contemporary   

 translations. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CE101 a, b, or c Teaching Methods 

 Age specific learning, inspiring students to learn and to 

 share with others. (a) Children, or (b) Youth, or (c) Adults 

 (Select age-specific course) 

CE102 Educational Ministries of the Church 

 Survey the wide range of educational responsibilities of a 

 local church, including goals, organization, curriculum, 

 and outreach 
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CHURCH HISTORY 

CH202 Apostolic Church to the Reformation 

 How the church grew from being a persecuted group to 

 becoming a dominating force in Western Europe, include

 ing canon, creeds, Roman hierarchy, medieval            

 spirituality, Islam, Crusades, and the Renaissance. 

CH203 Reformation to the Modern Era 

 The causes, leaders, accomplishments of the           

 Reformation; includes Counter Reformation, the          

 Enlightenment, Protestant denominations, revival    

 movements, global expansion. 

(Courses may also be developed for specific current global 

Christian movements.) 

 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

CM201 Church Administration 

 Learn practical programs to help develop lay leadership, 

 mobilization and training, management of church       

 business, and financial affairs. 

CM202 Homiletics 

 Learn the fundamentals of preparation and delivery of 

 sermons, expository preaching, and sermons for special 

 occasions. 

CM203 The Ministry of Worship 

 Prepare for implementing a biblical concept and spirit of 

 worship in its many dimensions and expressions. 

CM204 Pastoral Roles and Responsibilities 

 Day-to-day ministries of the pastor: visitation, counseling, 

 conducting funerals, weddings, baptism, communion, 

 ordinations, etc. 

CM205 Pastoral Leadership 

 Spiritual formation, team ministry, ministerial ethics and 

 contextualization. 

CM206 Critical Issues in Pastoral Leadership 

 Focused on the day to day challenges faced by pastor, 

 providing insight and resources.     

 



32 

 

 CM207 Introduction to the Theology of Work 

 Challenging students to extend their faith by using their 

 talents, success, and influence in the marketplace for 

 kingdom ministry. 

 

GENERAL EDUCATION 

GE090 Basic English 

 Review of basic writing skills and oral presentations. 

 (This is a remedial course that does not count as college 

 credit.) 

GE100 Spell to Read and Write  

 Laying a foundation for language arts 

GE111 English Composition 

 College-level writing skills, from paragraph structure to 

 outlining, essays, formal correspondence, book reviews, 

 etc.  

GE112 Writing Research Papers 

 This course may be taken in conjunction with a research 

 paper assignment for one of the student’s other classes, 

 by arrangement with the Student Advisor and the         

 instructors involved.  

GE201 Advanced Writing 

 Prerequisites GE 111 & 112. Emphasis placed on further 

 development of critical, analytical, and argumentative 

 skills in thinking and writing. 

GE202 Communicating for Understanding 

 Learning effective skills through attentive listening,      

 non-verbal communicating and speech. To improve    

 relationships, teamwork, decision making and problem 

 solving. 
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NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES 

NT101 New Testament Survey I 

 A study of the four Gospels in their historical, social,  

 religious context, and their unique harmony as well as  

 diversity. Students will be able to summarize the earthly 

 life of Christ and explain His teachings about the       

 Kingdom of God. 

NT102 New Testament Survey II 

 An overview of the book of Acts with Paul’s epistles of 

 Romans through Philemon, briefly integrated into the  

 narrative. The course includes the formation and faith of 

 the church, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, inclusion of 

 Gentiles, and world mission. 

NT103 New Testament Survey III 

 Examines the NT books from Hebrews through           

 Revelation, covering such issues as authorship, canon, 

 Christian living, justification by faith, suffering, and      

 principal interpretations of the Book of Revelation. 

(Note: It is preferable, but not required, to take NTS 101-102-

103 in order.) 

NT104 Intertestamental Studies 

 A historical and theological study of the four hundred  

 years transitioning between the former and latter        

 covenants.  

NT110 The Gospel of Matthew 

 Detailed study of Matthew with attention to fulfilled   

 prophecy, the teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom of 

 God, the church, parables, anticipation of the entry of the 

 Gentiles. 

NT111 The Gospel of Mark 

 Discover and illustrate the distinctive characteristics of 

 Mark’s account: his portrayal of the “suffering Servant”; 

 his message and literary style. 

NT112 The Gospel of Luke 

 Study the entire Gospel, highlighting its unique material, 

 point of view, major themes, emphasis on the Holy Spirit 

 and concern for all humanity. 
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NT113 The Gospel of John 

 Consider the role of this Gospel as an invitation to faith in 

 Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior, tracing its 

 themes and unique material. 

NT114 The Parables of Jesus 

 Study the various forms of parables; read and interpret  

 the parables of Jesus in their original settings and        

 application to life today. 

NT115 The Sermon on the Mount 

 Study Jesus’ most famous sermon, Matthew 5-7, with 

 collateral reading and making application to personal 

 Christian ethics today. 

NT116 The Book of Acts 

 More detailed study of the Church both in formative years 

 and action, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, with 

 journeys of Paul and his mission strategy. 

NT125 The Epistle of Ephesians 

 Paul sent this letter to the Christians in Ephesus to show 

 that the Church is not a building but people who love and 

 obey Jesus. 

NT201 Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 

 In this comprehensive statement of Christian theology we 

 will trace Paul’s development of the doctrines of          

 justification by faith, sanctification, glorification, and his 

 philosophy of mission. 

NT202 I & II Corinthians 

 Study Paul’s reply to a NT church on questions of   

 practical church discipline, order, gifts of the Spirit,      

 resurrection, and others that are relevant today. 

NT203 The Prison Epistles of Paul 

 Letters from Paul during his first Roman imprisonment:  

 Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon. 

NT204 The Pastoral Epistles 

 Letters from Paul to his younger fellow ministers, Timothy 

 and Titus, with directions on how to lead the churches in 

 their charge. 
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NT205 The Book of Hebrews 

 This book portrays Jesus as Son of God in the unique  

 position of fulfilling Old Testament covenants and       

 sacrifices, who lives to intercede for His people, from  

 whom it is fatal to turn away. Awesome. 

NT206 Books of I and II Peter 

 Letters from the veteran apostle to churches experiencing 

 persecution, suffering, and discouragement that Jesus 

 had not yet returned. 

NT207 The Epistles of I, II, III John 

 John, the disciple of Jesus, wrote these short letters to  

 show Christians how to live close to God and other     

 people and he warns against false teachers. 

NT208 The Revelation to the Apostle John 

 John, the disciple of Jesus, wrote this apocalyptic book to 

 all Christians everywhere throughout generations to tell 

 the vision he had of Jesus and about “what must soon 

 take place.” 

NT209 The Kingdom of God in the Teaching of Jesus 

 Explore whether the Kingdom of God is present or future.  

 (Note: Courses in other NT books can be arranged when 

 necessary.) 

NT210 Storying God’s Word  

 Helping People to Really Hear. Giving students an    

 overview of the art of storying through a study of the     

 elements, emotions, and the theology of storying God’s 

 word. 

NT211 Life and Ministry of Jesus, the Messiah   

 A cultural, geographical, and biblical study of the life and 

 ministry of Jesus as God’s Messiah, centering on how to 

 think and approach the Scripture as the original hearers 

 did in their cultural context.  

NT212 Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians    

 Paul’s message: the fearless pursuit of obedience and 

 surrender to the call of Jesus Christ. 
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OLD TESTAMENT STUDIES 

OT101 Old Testament Survey I  

 Surveying the Pentateuch, the first 5 books of the Bible,  

 which forms its theological foundation 

 

OT102 Old Testament Survey II  

 Exploring a variety of literary expressions, Wisdom  

 Literature, Book of Psalms, Proverbs & Songs of Songs. 

 

OT103 Old Testament Survey III 

 Presenting Israel's history as a nation on its land through  

 the former, latter, and twelve minor prophets. 

 

(Note: It is preferable, but not required, to take OTS 101-102-

103 in order.) 

 

OT112 Introduction to the Psalms 

 Explore the wealth of prayer and praise in the hymnal of 

 Israel, while learning to identify the basic forms of the 

 psalms and typical elements of each form. 

OT201 Genesis, Chapters 1–11 

 Study the text and genre of the accounts of Creation, the 

 Fall and the Flood. Investigate creationism and its alter

 natives in light of Scripture and the assertions of modern 

 scientific theory. 

OT202 Books of Exodus and Leviticus 

 These books show how God used his power to rescue 

 the Israelites from slavery and to teach them how to    

 worship Him and live a holy life. 

OT203 Book of Deuteronomy 

 The Book of Obedience. God teaches a new generation 

 of Israelites how to please Him, so that God can bless 

 them. Discover why this is the book Jesus quoted the 

 most. 

 

OT204 Israel’s Kings and Prophets 

 Focus is on the prophetic ministry in the history of Israel 
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 based on the books of Judges through 2 Chronicles. 

OT205 Hebrew Wisdom Literature 

 Examine and enjoy the unique insights in Job, Proverbs, 

 Ecclesiastes, and other passages. 

OT206 Book of Isaiah 

 Study significant sections of the book, with emphasis on 

 its historical setting, unity of authorship, key themes and   

 predictions concerning the coming Messiah. Notice     

 passages related to sincerity, compassion, redemption,    

 future triumph. 

OT207 Prophets of the Exile 

 Learn from the messages of Ezekiel, Daniel, and others 

 who speak hopefully to the exiles about their destiny as 

 God’s people. 

OT208 Post-Exilic Prophets 

 Learn the important messages of God through Zechariah, 

 Micah and others that God will cleanse the sin of His   

 people and will come and rule the earth. 

OT209 The Book of Job 

 This book explores the reconciling of the existence of 

 evil/suffering in the world with the existence of God. 

OT210 The Survey of Jesus in the Torah 

 Provides a greater appreciation for the New Testament 

 through the study of its Hebraic background and gives a 

 clear understanding of Judaism and Jewish theology 

 and their close association with Christianity.  

 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

PD104 Personal Prayer 

 Expands our understanding and practice of devotional 

 and intercessory prayer, and spiritual warfare. 

PD106 Spiritual Formation 

 Students will explore and be challenged to confront the 

 essentials of spiritual growth. 

 

PD107 Becoming and Making Disciples 

 Guides students in personal understanding and growth 
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 as disciples of Jesus and to apply their learning and 

 growing process in the life of others. 

PD205 Christian Ethics 

 Course addresses what Christian attitude and behavior 

 should be like in a needy and morally confused world. 

PD206 Spiritual Gifting 

 A study of the biblical support for either cessationist or 

 charismatic views regarding spiritual gifts in the Church. 

PD207 Introduction to the Theology of Work 

 Work Matters Challenging students to extend their faith 

 by using their talents, success, and influence in the    

 marketplace for kingdom ministry. 

 

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING 

LC220, 221, 222 Caring for People God’s Way 

 Caring for people God’s Way is a three-part course. Lay 

 Counselors are challenged to develop skills in working 

 with individuals who express needs for growth in         

 interpersonal relationships with spouses, co-workers and 

 other relationships. The class will act as a laboratory for 

 demonstrating active listening techniques and providing 

 compassionate responses and support to others. This 

 course includes a certificate program in Christian      

 counseling produced by Light Learning Institute, an  

 extension of the American Association of Christian  

 Counselors. 

 

LC223, 224, 225 Breaking Free 

 Breaking free is a three part course. The Lay Counselor 

 will study subjects in biblical counseling, focusing on   

 advanced counseling issues. Special interest will be   

 given to addiction, crisis care, and other complicated  

 issues stemming from life experiences. 

 

 

LC226, 227, 228 Stress and Trauma Care 

Stress and Trauma Care is a three part course. This course 
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is designed to help increase the student’s knowledge and 

understanding of PTSD and Combat Trauma. Students will 

learn who can be affected, how to identify the symptoms and 

the available resources needed for recovery.  

 

The curriculum for these courses (LC220-LC228) is “biblically 

based, academically sound and clinically excellent.” At the 

end of these courses, students will receive a certificate of 

completion in Christian Counseling from Light University plus 

a one year membership to the  American Association of 

Christian Counselors. Students  earn a diploma from Light 

University by completing all  these series. These courses will 

also apply toward a certificate in Christian Counseling from 

North Portland Bible  College. 

 

THEOLOGY 

TH201 Basic Bible Doctrine 

 An introductory overview of eight basic doctrines of the 

 Christian faith, Bible, God, Christ, Holy Spirit, Human  

 Beings, Salvation, the Church and End Times. 

TH202 Defending the Faith 

 Reasonable answers to common objections to the    

 Christian faith, and how to relate our answers to       

 evangelistic objectives. 

 

URBAN STUDIES 

US200  Introduction to Urban Studies 

 This course introduces students to the issues present in 

 Urban studies, particularly in areas of ministry with an 

 emphasis on the impact of the church on urban life. 

US201 Understanding the City 

 A closer look at the dynamics of the contemporary city 

 and the impact of an effective Christian presence. 

 

 

US202 Ministry to Urban Families 

 Strategies for assisting inner-city families to overcome 
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 the special needs of urban life and how the local church 

 becomes partners in this plan of hope and recovery. 

US203 Ministry to Urban Children 

 Students will explore the changing world of children so 

 that, as teachers and leaders, they can prepare children 

 to be successful young Christians. 

US204 Ministry to Urban Youth 

 Provides students with knowledge and skills to            

 strategically plan and implement a well-rounded Christian 

 youth ministry program in an urban setting. 

US205 Ministry to the Homeless 

 This course focuses on urban ministry to the homeless. 

 Attention is given to special approaches needed to reach 

 this specific group within urban society. 

 

INTER-CULTURAL STUDIES 

IS205 Religions of the World 

 Introduces students to the major non-Christian religions 

 of the world, looking at their formal religious teachings 

 and how each is practiced in daily life. Students will learn 

 ways to avoid giving unnecessary offense, and instead 

 engage in constructive dialogue. 

IS206 Missional Eyes in a Changing World 

 Recovering the message and mission of Jesus by       

 embracing incarnational service and  missional living. 

IS207 Understanding Islam 

 Students to explore Islamic history, theology, traditions, 

 cultural contexts of the religion; past and current         

 outreach; and objections to Christianity with our           

 response. 

IS209 Mobilizing the Missional Church 

 Enhancing students’ understanding of what it means to 

 be Jesus’ sent people as the church is mobilized to fulfill 

 its destiny for the nations. 
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IS210  Contemporary Issues in the World of Missions 

 This course focuses on contemporary issues as they  

 apply to the field of world missions, including risks and 

 opportunities that are presented in our changing times. 
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Schedule of Course Offerings 
2014-2015 Academic Year 

Fall, 9/22-12/5 Winter, 1/5-3/20 Spring, 3/30-6-12 

BF101 

Introduction to 

Biblical Hermeneutics 

 

BF102 

Bible Interpretation 

BF103 

Bible Lands and 

Customs 

CH203 

Church History: 

Reformation to 

Modern 

 

CM203 

Ministry of Worship 

CH202 

Church History: 

Apostolic to 

Reformation 

CM203 

Ministry of Worship 

IS206 

Missional Eyes in a 

Changing World 

LC228 

Lay Counseling: 

Stress and Trauma 

 

GE090 

Basic English 

LC227 

Lay Counseling: 

Stress and Trauma 

NT103 

NT Survey III 

LC226 

Lay Counseling: 

Stress and Trauma 

 

NT102 

NT Survey II 

OT103 

OT Survey III 

NT101 

NT Survey I 

 

OT102 

OT Survey II 

PD106 

Spiritual Formation 

NT212 

Galatians 

OT211 

Nehemiah 

US202 

Ministry to Urban 

Families 

 

OT101 

OT Survey I 

 

US203 

Ministry to Urban Youth 

 

US200 

Introduction to Urban 

Studies 
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2015-2016 Academic Year 

Fall, 9/28-12/11 Winter, 1/4-3/18 Spring, 3/28-6-10 

BF101 

Introduction to 

Biblical Hermeneutics 

 

BF102 

Bible Interpretation 

BF103 

Bible Lands and 

Customs 

BL211 

Introduction to NT 

Greek I 

BL212 

Introduction to NT 

Greek II 

BL213 

Introduction to NT 

Greek III 

CH202 

Church History: 

Apostolic to 

Reformation 

 

CH203 

Church History: 

Reformation to Modern 

CH203 

Church History: 

Reformation to 

Modern 

GE201 

Advanced Writing 

CM201 

Church Administration 

GE112 

Writing Research 

Papers 

 

LC223 

Lay Counseling:  

Breaking Free 

 

IS206 

Missional Eyes in a 

Changing World 

LC225 

Lay Counseling: 

Breaking Free 

NT101 

NT Survey I 

 

LC224 

Lay Counseling: 

Breaking Free 

NT103 

NT Survey III 

OT101 

OT Survey I 

 

NT102 

NT Survey II 

OT103 

OT Survey III 

US204 

Ministry to Urban 

Youth 

 

OT102 

OT Survey II 

PD206 

Christian Ethics 

US207 

Community 

Development and 

Leadership 

 

TH201 

Basic Bible Doctrine 

TH202 

Defending the Faith 
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2016-2017 Academic Year 

Fall, 9/26-12/9 Winter, 1/2-3/17 Spring, 3/27-6-9 

BF101 

Introduction to 

Biblical Hermeneutics 

 

BF102 

Bible Interpretation 

BF103 

Bible Lands and 

Customs 

BL211 

Introduction to NT 

Greek I 

BL212 

Introduction to NT 

Greek II 

BL213 

Introduction to NT 

Greek III 

CH202 

Church History: 

Apostolic to 

Reformation 

 

CE101 

Introduction to 

Teaching Methods 

CE102 

Educational Ministries 

of the Church 

LC220 

Lay Counseling:  

Caring for People 

God’s Way 

 

CH202 

Church History: 

Apostolic to 

Reformation 

CH203 

Church History: 

Reformation to 

Modern 

NT101 

NT Survey I 

GE112 

Writing Research 

Papers 

GE201 

Advanced Writing 

OT101 

OT Survey I 

IS209 

Mobilizing the 

Missional church 

IS205 

Religions of the 

World 

 

OT212 

Jeremiah 

 

LC221 

Lay Counseling: 

Caring for People 

God’s Way 

 

LC222 

Lay Counseling: 

Caring for People 

God’s Way 

US202 

Ministry to Urban 

Families 

 

NT102 

NT Survey II 

NT103 

NT Survey III 
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2016-2017 Academic Year (continued) 

Fall, 9/26-12/9 Winter, 1/2-3/17 Spring, 3/27-6-9 

 OT102 

OT Survey II 

 

OT103 

OT Survey III 

 PD205 

Christian Ethics 

 

PD206 

Christian Ethics 

 US204 

Ministry to Urban Youth 

US203 

Ministry to Urban 

Children 
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The Beth Nance Library 
The Beth Nance Library provides resources for Biblical study 

to students of North Portland Bible College, as well as the 

surrounding community. Attached to the library is a computer 

lab, equipped with Microsoft Office, Accordance Bible      

Software, and access to the internet.  

 

The library is accessible to students on the ground floor of the 

Vancouver building, but much of the library stacks are 

housed in the basement of the Gantenbein building as well.  

 

The college library has been developed primarily to serve the 

academic needs of students and faculty, however, it also  

extends library privileges to community pastors and other 

borrowers who register for a library card, allowing access. 

 

The library is open during office hours, and in the evenings 

whenever classes are in session. Occasionally, a course 

must meet in the computer lab. During these evenings, the 

computer lab is closed, but the library will remain open. 

 

Partnerships: 

North Portland Bible College has an agreement in place    

allowing our students to make use of the Multnomah         

University Library. NPBC students will need to show the    

librarian at Multnomah a current student ID card to utilize 

their facilities. Students can contact the college office for 

more information. 

 

Library Fines: 

Library fines are accrued at a rate of $0.25 per day. They can 

be paid through in person at the college office, or on the   

website. If you are unsure how much you owe, please contact 

the library or office staff to verify before paying.  
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Calendar and Special Events 
2014-2015 Academic Year 

Fall Term 9/22/14 to 12/5/14 

Winter Term 1/5/15 to 3/20/15 

Spring Term  3/30/15 to 6/12/15 

Honors and Commencement 6/19/15 

Summer Term 6/22/15 to 9/5/15 

 

2015-2016 Academic Year 

Fall Term 9/28/15 to 12/11/15 

Winter Term 1/4/16 to 3/18/16 

Spring Term  3/28/16 to 6/10/16 

Honors and Commencement 6/17/16 

Summer Term 6/20/16 to 9/3/216 

 

2016-2017 Academic Year 

Fall Term 9/26/16 to 12/9/16 

Winter Term 1/2/17 to 3/17/17 

Spring Term 3/27/17 to 6/9/17 

Honors and Commencement 6/16/17 

Summer Term 6/19/17 to 9/2/17 

 

Holidays Observed 

New Year’s Eve 

New Year’s Day 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday 

Memorial Day 

Independence Day 

Labor Day 

Thanksgiving Day 

Day after Thanksgiving 

Christmas Eve 

Christmas Day 
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Personnel 
Board of Directors 

 Dr. Sean Benesh 

 Devon Citron 

 Trisa Kelly, Chairperson 

 Samuel King 

 Dr. James Sweeney 

 William Turner 

 

Staff 

 Dr. Earnestine Cellestine, President 

 Carla Davis, Librarian 

 Tim Hettinger, Registrar 

 Jennifer McCowan, Bookkeeper 

 Kendra Shaddon, Administrative Assistant 

 

Acknowledgements 

 Dr. Otis Brown, President Emeritus 

 Dr. LeRoy Haynes, Jr., President Emeritus 

 Dr. James Sweeney, President Emeritus 

 

Volunteers 

 Beverly Edman 

 Leonard Means 

 Cornelia Stanton 



49 

 

Faculty 
North Portland Bible College Faculty is composed of        

dedicated adjunct instructors, who are the heart and soul of 

this ministry.  This list includes those adjunct instructors who 

have taught in the past three years. 

LaSondra Barnes, Urban Studies 

 BA, Michigan State University 

 MDiv, Western Seminary 

Marcia Benedict, Lay Counseling 

 BA, Northwest Christian University 

 MA, University of Oregon 

 MA, Lewis and Clark College 

Sean Benesh, Urban Studies 

 BA, Grace University 

 MA, Simpson University 

 DMin, Bakke Graduate University 

Earnestine Cellestine, Missions, Church History 

 BS, Portland State University 

 MMin, Trinity College of the Bible and  

  Theological Seminary 

 DMin, Bakke Graduate University 

Adam Christian, Bible Foundations 

 BA, Ozark Christian College 

 MA, Western Seminary 

 ThM, Western Seminary 
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Geoff Hartt, Intercultural Studies 

 BS, Exelsior College 

 MDiv, Western Seminary 

 DMiss (Candidate), Western Seminary 

Jim Hislop, Personal Development 

 MA, Multnomah University 

 DMin, Western Seminary 

  

Christopher Smith, Biblical Languages 

 BA, Multnomah University 

 MA, Western Seminary 

  

Shannon Van Horn, General Education 

 AA, Portland Community College 

 ACM, North Portland Bible College 

 BA, Warner Pacific College 

 MA, University of Phoenix 

  

Alan Cushway, Old Testament 

 BA, Central Michigan University 

 MDiv, Western Seminary 

 ThM, Western Seminary 

Jim Newby, Ministry, Theology 

 MA, Western Seminary 

  

Ken Holt, New Testament 

 BA, Moody Bible Institute 

 MA, Western Seminary  
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 North Portland Bible College is a non-profit corporation     

authorized by the state of Oregon to offer and confer the   

academic degree described herein, following a determination 

that state academic standards will be satisfied under OAR 

583-030. Inquiries concerning the standards of school     

compliance may be directed to the Office of Degree          

Authorization, 775 Court Street NE, Salem, OR 97301 

 

North Portland Bible College does not discriminate on the 

basis of race, age, color, religion, national origin, gender,   

disability, or veteran status, except as defined in ORS659A. 



52 

 

Corrections 

Corrections on 8/25/2016 
Page 26 
 Changed "IS207 Missional Eyes in a Changing World" to 

"IS206 Missional Eyes in a changing world" to match his-
torical course offering from Winter term 2015-2016 and 
KanopySIS. 

 Changed "IS206 Understanding Islam" to "IS207 Under-
standing Islam" to match KanopySIS. 

Page 27 
 Changed "IS207 Missional Eyes in a Changing World" to 

"IS206 Missional Eyes in a changing world" to match his-
torical course offering from Winter term 2015-2016 and 
KanopySIS. 

 Page 29 
 Changed "IS207 Missional Eyes in a Changing World" to 

"IS206 Missional Eyes in a changing world" to match his-
torical course offering from Winter term 2015-2016 and 
KanopySIS. 

 Page 36 
 Changed course description for "OT101 Old Testament 

Survey I" from "This course examines each book from 
Genesis through II Samuel, to learn about the themes, 
structure and historical background of each one. Atten-
tion will be given to authorship, interpretation and appli-
cation. " to "Surveying the Pentateuch, the first 5 books 
of the Bible, which forms its theological foundation." 

 Changed course description for "OT102 Old Testament 
Survey II" from "This course examines each book from I 
Kings through Song of Solomon, to learn about the 
themes, structure and historical background of each 
one. Attention will be given to authorship, interpretation 
and application." to "Exploring a variety of literary ex-
pressions, Wisdom Literature, Book of Psalms, Proverbs 
& Songs of Songs." 

 Changed course description for "OT103 Old Testament 
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Survey III" from "Isaiah through Malachi. This sequence 
examines each book of the Old Testament, to learn 
about the themes, structure and historical background 
of each one. Attention will be given to authorship, inter-
pretation and application." to "Presenting Israel's history 
as a nation on its land through the former, latter, and 
twelve minor prophets." 

Page 40 
 Changed "IS206 Understanding Islam" to "IS207 Under-

standing Islam" to match KanopySIS. 
 Changed "IS207 Missional Eyes in a Changing World" to 

"IS206 Missional Eyes in a changing world" to match his-
torical course offering from Winter term 2015-2016 and 
KanopySIS. 

 Changed "IS208 Mobilizing the Missional Church" to 
"IS209 Mobilizing the Missional Church" to match histor-
ical course offering from Winter term 2015-2016 and 
KanopySIS. 

Page 41 
 Changed "IS209 Contemporary Issues in World Missions" 

to "IS210 Contemporary Issues in World Missions" to 
match KanopySIS. 

Page 44 

 Changed "IS208 Mobilizing the Missional Church" to 
"IS209 Mobilizing the Missional Church" to match histor-
ical course offering from Winter term 2015-2016 and 
KanopySIS. 

 
Correction on 11/23/2016 
Pages 7, 20   

 Clarified Language on ABHE affiliate status.  Listed 
Multnomah University as an articulation agreement. 
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